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LOCAL CIVIL DEFENCE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS  

The CDEM Act s48 requires every CDEM Group to prepare and approve a CDEM Group Plan. The 
CDEM Group is a partnership of local authorities, emergency services and other organisations 
tasked with providing effective and comprehensive CDEM within the Group area.  

The local authority members of the Canterbury CDEM Group are: 

 
Ashburton District Council 

 
Banks Peninsula District Council 

 
Christchurch City Council 

 
Environment Canterbury  

 

Hurunui District Council 

 

Kaikoura District Council 

 

Mackenzie District Council 

 

Selwyn District Council 

 

Timaru District Council 

 

Waimakariri District Council 

 

Waimate District Council  

It should be noted that when territorial authorities which are part of the area of more than one 
regional council, that territorial authority is required, by the CDEM Act s 14(2), to join one of the 
respective CDEM Groups. Although part of the Waitaki District falls within the boundaries of the local 
government region of Canterbury, Waitaki District Council has opted to join the Otago CDEM Group.   

The broad purpose of the Group Plan is to assist the communities of Canterbury to be more aware 
of the significant hazards that they may face, and to better enable the community and emergency 
response organisations to be more resilient to those hazards in future. 

Pursuant to the requirements of the CDEM Act s.64 and also to ensure that the CDEM requirements 
of each local authority in Canterbury have been fully considered, the Canterbury CDEM Group 
members decided that each partner local authority in conjunction with their communities and local 
emergency response partners would prepare Local CDEM Arrangements. Further, to provide for a 
fully integrated planning framework across the entire Canterbury Region these Arrangements would 
be incorporated into this Group Plan. 

These Local Arrangements must be consistent with the overall Group Plan and the plans of 
neighbouring local authorities and local emergency response agencies.  

The Local Arrangements do not address the broad scope of CDEM.  They focus on describing the 
specific activities that relate to readiness, response and recovery at the District level.  It therefore 
draws on other documentation without repeating it.  This documentation includes:  

 

The National CDEM Strategy 

 

The National CDEM Plan 

 

 The Canterbury CDEM Group Plan 

 

Ashburton District Long Term Council Community Plan 

 

Ashburton District Rural Fire Plan 

 

Ashburton District Plan  

These Local Arrangements become operative at the same time as the Canterbury CDEM Group 
Plan is approved and have the same duration as the Group Plan. 
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Introduction 

The Ashburton District Council is a member of the Canterbury Civil Defence 
Emergency Management (CDEM) Group established under the Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Act 2002 (CDEM Act).  The CDEM Group s members work 
together to manage Canterbury s hazards so that its communities face acceptable 
levels of risk.  Arrangements for managing emergencies in a coordinated, multi-
agency manner are specified in the Canterbury CDEM Group Plan.  As an integrated 
part of the Group Plan, this Local Arrangement specifies the unique local operational 
arrangements for the Ashburton Council.  

The District 
That area of land and water contained within the boundaries of the Rakaia and 
Mathias Rivers to the north, the Pacific Ocean coast to the east, the Rangitata and 
Havelock Rivers to the south and the Main Divide of the Southern Alps to the west 
encompassing an area of 6175 sq km. 

The Rangitata and Rakaia Rivers are both glacial fed and rise on the Main Divide to 
the West of the District.  The South Branch of the Ashburton River also has a glacial 
source while the North Branch and major tributaries of Pudding Hill Stream, Taylors 
Stream and Bowyers Stream rise in the foothills on the western border of the plains.  
The confluence of the two branches is at a point near the north western edge of 
Ashburton township.  The other significant, although much smaller, river in the District 
is the Hinds, which also rises in the foothills to the west of the plains.  

The total population of the District is approximately 27,000. 

Ashburton, the principal town servicing the rural area, has a population of 
approximately 16,500.  The town straddles the Ashburton River 19.4 km inland from 
the sea at an elevation averaging 100 metres above sea level.  The foothills of the 
Southern Alps rise from the plains approximately 50 km from the east coast. 

The rural area has a population of approximately 9500.  The two largest of six 
townships, Methven and Rakaia, have approximate populations of 1100 and 960 
respectively.  However during the skiing season the population in the Methven area 
can expand to 3-5,000.   

There are coastal settlements situated at the mouths of the three main rivers - 
Rangitata, Ashburton and Rakaia; while in the foothills and back-country many leisure 
and sporting activities are pursued mainly in the Lake Clearwater, Lake Heron and Mt 
Hutt areas.  A holiday community exists at Lake Clearwater comprising 168 batches. 

Ashburton is an agricultural district with dairying, sheep, deer, cereals and small 
seeds production being the predominant activities.  Businesses in the towns of 
Ashburton, Methven and Rakaia support these activities.  In winter Methven also 
supports a booming ski industry built around the Mt Hutt Ski Area. 

Vegetation 
The District has a wide range of vegetation types.  The western high country area can 
be broadly described as remnant hardwood/broadleaf forest and scrub on lower 
slopes, rising to herbfields and scree/rock at higher altitudes with snow, permanent 
icefields and glaciers.    

The foothills area is generally tussock grasslands and scrub, with tall tussocks 
occurring above about 900 m and short tussock below this altitude.  The short 
tussock areas have been extensively modified with land use and hawkweeds are now 
a feature of much of this land.  The eastern portion of the hill country has two 
significant areas of remnant native beech forest around Mt Somers and Pudding Hill.    

The lower eastern part of the District is farmland, much of it capable of being 
cropped.  Improved pasture is the predominant vegetation with annual crops and 
exotic shelter belts and woodlots being common.  Dairying has become prevalent in 
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recent years with the associated irrigation creating a mosaic of green areas 
throughout the summer months. 
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