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SECTION 1 

INTRODUCTION:  
The Local Arrangements focus on describing the specific activities that relate to readiness, response and 
recovery at the district level.  It therefore draws on other documentation without unduly repeating it.  
This documentation includes: 

 

The National CDEM Strategy; 

 

The National CDEM Plan; 

 

Selwyn District Long Term Council Community Plan; 

 

Selwyn District Fire Plan; 

 

Selwyn District Plan.  

These Local Arrangements are incorporated as part of the Canterbury CDEM Group Plan is approved 
and has the same duration as the Group Plan.  However, at any time as further information becomes 
available, additional planning is undertaken, circumstances change etc Local Arrangements will, if 
required, be amended.  In most cases these amendments will not necessitate a CDEM Act section 56 
review of the Plan. 

Other than catastrophic immediate events, emergencies such as storms, floods etc can grow from 
relatively small events requiring little or no CDEM involvement to a major event requiring the activation 
of a significant CDEM response and even a declaration of a State of Emergency under the CDEM Act.  
To this end, Selwyn District Council has produced a comprehensive Local Arrangements that caters for a 
wide spectrum of potential response activations. 

The aim of the Plan is to ensure a quick and effective response with no duplication of effort, and to 
provide for a seamless transition from one level of activation to the next if the event does escalate over 
time. 

THE DISTRICT: 

Description 
Selwyn District is 6,492 square kilometres or 649,000 hectares in area and is bounded north and south by 
the Waimakariri and Rakaia Rivers.  The District extends 150 kilometres from Lake Ellesmere around the 
edge of Christchurch City to the Southern Alps and Arthur s Pass National Park. 

The District is bisected by the Selwyn River which flows from the foothills into Lake Ellesmere. 

Steep glacial mountains cover the western half of the District, rolling foothills occupy the middle and a 
broad plain with a patchwork of farms and small towns covers the east.  Some of the mountain area is 
protected in Arthur s Pass National Park.  Much of the remainder is high tussock land that is used for 
sheep grazing or is under the protection of the Department of Conservation. 

Most of the District s farmland is used for animal production 

 

sheep and beef in the less fertile areas, 
intensive dairy and deer in the wetter areas.  There has been a fall in sheep numbers, and a rise in dairy 
cattle, deer and pigs.  There is also a thriving poultry industry, with a number of chicken factory farms. 
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Selwyn District is a major cereal growing area, producing large amounts of wheat and barley.  Other crops 
include market gardens, pine timber plantations, fruit orchards, vineyards and flowers.  Lincoln University 
is situated within the district along with a number of agricultural industries and research institutes 
clustered around Lincoln. 

Population Centres 
Selwyn has no large towns or cities.  Approximately 45% of the population live in small towns and 
settlements, while the remainder live on farms and rural lifestyle blocks.  Most people live on the plains 
within a short drive of Christchurch with only 5% living in the hills and mountains.  Rapid growth is 
being experienced in the townships of Prebbleton, Lincoln and Rolleston.  The District population is 
estimated at 32,500: 

Based on March 2006 Census 

Selwyn Central Ward  11,300 

Ellesmere Ward  6,100 

Malvern Ward  6,600 

Springs Ward  9,800  
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SECTION 2 

THE LOCAL HAZARDSCAPE 

Definition 
Hazards are defined (Group Plan Section 1) as a natural or technological phenomenon or human action 
that may cause or contribute to damage to the environment, life or property. 

Group Hazard Register 
A Canterbury CDEM Group Summary Hazard Register has been developed that describes the risks and 
consequences of hazards likely to affect the group area.  This is included in Table 2.3 and Appendix 2 of 
the CDEM Group Plan. 

Hazardscape in Selwyn District 
In Selwyn, the higher priority hazards are: 

 

Earthquake 

 

Key Local Lifeline Failures 

 

Flooding 

 

Wild Fires 

 

Meteorological 

 

Animal Disease Epidemic 

 

Human Disease Epidemic 

 

Transportation Accidents 

 

Tsunami  

District Plans 
Information on physical hazards within the District is also contained in the Selwyn District Proposed 
District Plan Volume 2 Rural and in the Rural Planning Maps and Township Planning Maps.  These 
documents can be viewed at Council offices. 

Lifeline Studies 
An earthquake hazard assessment and wild fire threat analysis has been carried out in the district. 

Hazards and Consequences 

Earthquake 

Canterbury is located in a wide zone of active earth deformation associated with the oblique 
collision between the Australian and Pacific plates in the area east of the Alpine Fault. 
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There are a number of active faults that cross the western part of the Selwyn district.  The main 
faults are: 

 
The Porters  Amberley Fault Zone; 

 
The Torlesse and Esk Faults;  and 

 
The Cheeseman, Craigieburn.  

Any major seismic activity along the Alpine Fault would impact on the district.  However, an 
impact on the Porters 

 

Amberley Fault will have more significant damage to lifelines and the 
community.  The Selwyn District Earthquake Hazard Assessment (2004) provides more details 
as to impacts and consequences of movement in these faults. 

Key Local Lifeline Failures 
The Council as asset manager of significant community lifelines (water 

 

waste/ potable, sewage 
systems, roads/ bridges and buildings) has in place asset management plans to respond and 
manage the response to a disaster event. 

Details of assets can be found in appropriate Asset Plans. 

A Utilities Lifeline Response Plan has been developed to manage the response. 

Flooding 

Lake Ellesmere has flooding potential around the shoreline due to high river flows from the 
Selwyn River or when the Lake is high due to opening being delayed and a south easterly wind 
direction.  This can impact on lakeside communities such as the Upper and Lower Selwyn Huts 
and Greenpark. 

The district is bounded by two major rivers 

 

the Waimakariri to the north and the Rakaia to the 
south.  Both rivers have high flooding potential especially in lower areas of the Selwyn District.  
Flooding from the Waimakariri has the potential to affect a wide area of the District between the 
river and into the Halswell catchment. 

The district is also bisected by the Selwyn River which is fed into by the Hororata, Hawkins and 
Waianiwaniwa Rivers.  These three rivers cause localised flooding and disruption to road access. 

The Selwyn River has potential to flood areas from Glentunnel to Lake Ellesmere.  Areas to be 
affected include Glentunnel Holiday Camp, farms, farm land and houses down river through 
Chamberlains and Coes Ford to Lake Ellesmere.  Also affected are the communities of Upper 
and Lower Selwyn Huts.  If the Selwyn breaches out above Dunsandel it has crossed SH1 and 
entered the Irwell River catchment.  The river passes through Brookside and Irwell to Lake 
Ellesmere. 

There is the potential for flooding from the Halswell and Liffy Rivers.  These rivers affect the 
area from the Christchurch City boundary to Lake Ellesmere. 

Wild Fires/Rural Fires  

Wild fires are a serious hazard both in the hill and high country of the district as well as on the 
plains. 
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The hill and high country ranges from low foot hills to sub alpine and consists of farming land 
and tussock forests. 

The plains area is extensively farmed with the fire risk reducing in some areas due to dairy 
conversion.  However, the fire risk remains high during summer seasons due to land use, hedges 
and shelter belts.  The number of exotic forest continues to reduce due to land conversion.  
More details can be found in the Wild Fire Threat Analysis.  The Council Fire Plan sets out the 
fire risk management strategies and policies to manage fire risk in the district. 

Meteorological Hazard  

The district has historically been subject to wind storms and large snow storms. 

Wind storms are characterised by weather patterns where a blocking high pressure system is 
situated to the north of the North Island and a low pressure system approaches from the 
southwest. 

Historically, windstorms have caused damage to utilities, trees and buildings. 

Large snow storms are typically as a result of slow moving deep depressions embedded in a cold 
south westerly or south easterly air stream. 

Snow storms from the South West tend to affect the hill and high country and have caused 
property damage and loss of stock.  Road access and lifelines have also been affected. 

Snow storms from the South East affect the Plains area.   This area is populated by farms and 
small towns and snow has caused disruption to everyday life with disruption to utilities, 
communities and farms. 

The Council accepts it has a role to play in these events under the MAF on Farm Response and 
Recovery Plans for climatic and natural disasters. 

Animal Disease Epidemic  

Selwyn district as an agricultural district would be susceptible to a range of agricultural disaster 
events both on farm and at Research Institutes. 

The Council would carry out its role in assisting any response through its Disaster Recovery Plan 
and required Council activities. 

Human Disease Epidemic  

Selwyn district as with the rest of New Zealand may be affected by a large human disease 
epidemic.  The Council has in place a Selwyn District Pandemic Coordination Plan to coordinate 
in conjunction with the CDEM Local Arrangements, the community response to a pandemic 
event. 
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Transportation Disasters  

Selwyn District is close to Christchurch International Airport and has State Highways and Rail 
Systems passing through the area. 

Both the State Highways and Rail Systems pass through communities and the potential for a 
disaster event exists. 

Otira rail tunnel with portals at Arthur s Pass and Otira is a high risk area.  Police and rail 
operators have management plans to respond to an event in the tunnel. 

Road and Rail carry fuels and hazardous chemicals as well as passengers. 

The southern approach to Christchurch International Airport is over communities which would 
be affected if an aircraft came down in the area. 

Tsunami  

Selwyn District has only a very short coastline however, the potential for a Tsunami wave to 
overtop the Kaitorete Spit and inundate Lake Ellesmere cannot be discounted. 

Any Tsunami wave would also have the potential to travel up the Rakaia River. 

The potential would place a number of small communities around the lake edges and the Rakaia 
River in danger. 

A Tsunami Response Plan has been developed to manage a Tsunami event.  

All Hazard Approach 

Selwyn District Council has an All Hazard Approach to Emergency Management and offers 
support to other agencies, leading up to, during and after an emergency event. 

Continuing work by CDEM partners will involve integrated, multi-agency planning for types of 
hazards identified in the Local Arrangements. 

Maps 
Earthquake Fault Lines Map 

Rivers and Flood Plain Map 



Selwyn District Council Local CDEM Arrangements      

Selwyn District Council 

12

 
EARTHQUAKE FAULT MAP 
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RIVER & FLOOD PLAIN MAP 
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SECTION 3 

SELWYN DISTRICT COUNCIL CDEM ORGANISATION 

Emergency Management Arrangements 
The Selwyn District CDEM response is based on communities, managed and coordinated by Community 
Committees.  These communities report directly to the Emergency Operations Centre.  In the event of a 
wide-spread event, an area structure base on Service Centres may be put in place. 

The Welfare response is provided through designated CDEM Welfare Centres located in each Ward with 
the ability to set up basic Welfare support in identified community facilities. 

Due to terrain and hazardscape, a specific area has been designated in Arthur s Pass. 

The Arthur s Pass Headquarters is located in the Department of Conservation Office and manages the 
response for this designated area.   

The Emergency Operating Centre manages the response for all other areas other than the Arthur s Pass 
Area. 

If areas are not activated simultaneously, teams from unaffected areas may be re-deployed to provide 
additional support to other areas as necessary. 

CDEM District Liaison Committee 
The Selwyn District has a CDEM Liaison Committee that is responsible for the maintenance of liaison 
and contacts with all agencies within the District that may have to work together in an emergency 
(declared or otherwise).  This Committee is made up as follows: 

Chairman: CDEM Manager 

Members: Of the committee: 

 

Local & Alternate Controllers 

 

Councillor with Emergency Management Responsibilities 

 

Asset Manager 

 

Local Recovery Manager 

 

Representatives of Emergency Services (Fire and Police) 

 

Principal Rural Fire Officer 

 

Local CDEM Welfare Manager 

 

Community and Health Coordinator  

Meetings of the CDEM Liaison Committee to be held at least six monthly.  It is the responsibility of the 
Chairman to call these meetings. 

Local Controller 

Local Controller / Alternate Local Controller 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the CDEM Act the following appointments are made:   
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Local Controller for Selwyn District Council; 

 
Mr Douglas Marshall  

Alternate Local Controllers for Selwyn District Council: 

 
Alternate Local Controller Mr Wilson Brown 

 
Alternate Local Controller Mr Chris Hewitt 

 

Alternate Local Controller Mr Jack Pearcy  

 

Alternate Local Controller  Mr Bryan Jensen  

Delegated Authority 
The Local Controller is delegated all powers conferred on the Canterbury Emergency Management 
Group under Section 85 of the CDEM Act.  In addition, the Local Controller has the power conferred 
under Sections 86-94 of the CDEM Act.  Section 6.2h and Section 6.2i of the CDEM Group Plan refers. 

Functions of Local Controller 
Local Controllers must, during a State of Emergency for the part of the CDEM Group area for which 
they are appointed, direct and coordinate the use of personnel, materials, information, services, and other 
resources made available by departments, CDEM Groups and other persons (section 28 CDEM Act).   

In accordance with the CDEM Act Section 27(2), the Local Controller must follow any directions given 
by the Group Controller during an emergency.  Also Local Controllers shall ensure that the Group 
Controller is informed of developments in a timely manner leading up to a potential or actual State of 
Emergency and during a State of Emergency. 

Appointment of Representative to the Canterbury CDEM Group Joint 
Committee 
Selwyn District Council has appointed the Mayor to be its representative on the Canterbury CDEM 
Group Joint Committee.   The Deputy Mayor is the Alternate Representative. 

Appointment of Representative to the Canterbury CDEM Group 
Coordinating Executive Group (CEG) 
Selwyn District Council has appointed the Chief Executive to be its representative on the CEG.  The 
Manager Corporate Services will be the alternate representative on the Group. 

Map 
Selwyn District Council CDEM Boundaries      
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